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Message: Seniors and People with Disabilities and the County Developmental 
Disability Programs have been monitoring family support expenditures and projected 
spending against current budget allocations.  Our data collection demonstrates that 
while some counties need additional resources to meet the needs of families waiting 
for services, other counties face barriers to utilizing their allocations due to a lack of 
capacity for service delivery.  To ensure that the Family Support Program is using its 
available resources to most effectively support families across the state, and to ensure 
the ongoing health of the Family Support Program, SPD will reallocate some existing 
family support resources.  These funds will come from monies that counties have not 
been able to spend due to capacity related issues.  SPD will re-distribute these funds 
to allow some counties to either increase their family support funds for one time only 
expenditures or to increase their capacity to develop and deliver ongoing plans.  This 
one time redistribution of funds will strengthen Oregon’s Family Support Program, and 
position counties to more efficiently serve families in the next biennium. 
 
To accomplish these activities and to expedite the State’s legal review, these funds will 
be awarded through a separate contracting process.  The Oregon Department of 
Human Services will be soliciting proposals for these one-time-only awards under a 
separate notice and action request.  Projects to be solicited will be limited to 
organizations that currently have a contract with DHS for operation of a CDDP, 
including DD 150 services.  These funds will be made available in January of 2005 and 
projects and activities must be completed by June 30, 2005.  Proposals will be 
reviewed by Seniors and People with Disabilities and scored based upon clearly 
outlined criteria.  Awards will be granted according to score as fund allow.  Up to 
$500,000 will be awarded statewide, but the maximum award for any single application 
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will be $100,000. 
 
It is anticipated that applications will be due prior to December 24, 2005 and awards 
announced the week of January 3, 2005. 
 
For more information about the one time supplemental funds and the capacity building 
funds, including proposed scoring criteria, please see the attached documents.  While 
these are the questions and criteria SPD is recommending to the contracts 
department, please be aware there may be modifications in the final RFP.  SPD is 
sending this IM and the attached documents in order to assist you in planning for this 
very expedited process. 
  
 
If you have any questions about this information, contact: 
Contact(s): Sara Gelser 
     Phone: (503) 945-6117 Fax: (503) 947-4245 
     E-mail: Sara.A.Gelser@state.or.us 

 
 

Sara.A.Gelser@state.or.us


   

Award Opportunity: 
Local Capacity Building Grants 

 
The Department is accepting applications for the award of one time additional funds to 
enhance the delivery of Family Support Services to children with developmental 
disabilities.  Applications may be submitted by individual counties, or two or more 
counties may collaborate for a joint proposal.  These funds will be made available in 
January of 2005 and must be spent by June 30, 2005.  Up to $500,000 will be awarded 
statewide, but the maximum allocation for any single application will be $100,000.  
These grants will be awarded through a separate contract to the county. 
 
Only organizations with an existing contract for DD 150 funds are eligible to apply for 
the local capacity building grant. 
 
 
 

Purpose of Award/Statement of Work 
 
These funds will be used to build capacity for the delivery of family support services.  
For example, grant awards may be used to develop a network of trained respite providers, 
to build a lending library of resources and equipment, to provide training to community 
organizations that may include children with disabilities in their programming, to develop 
local family to family mentoring networks, or to train staff and families on person 
centered planning practices.  Counties may use the funds to collaborate or subcontract 
with private, non-profit or community service organizations. 
 
Funds may not be used to purchase additional FTE for case management or family 
support coordination.  These are one time awards, and will not roll up to the 2005-07 
family support allocation. 
 

Application Process 
 

To apply for the capacity building funds, please return the completed request for 
solicitations and attached budget forms to the Department by the date announced on the 
formal RFP (anticipated to be December 24, 2004).  The application packet should 
address the following issues: 

�� Description of proposed activities and desired outcomes 
�� Proposed line item budget 
�� Description of local challenges addressed by the proposed activities 
�� Explanation of family involvement in the development of the proposal 

 
No application will be accepted without an attached statement of assurance from county 
legal counsel indicating willingness to sign a separate purchase of services contract for 
the award. 
 



   

Criteria for the Awards 
 
All applications will be reviewed and scored by a team from Seniors and People with 
Disabilities (SPD).  Applications will be ranked by score, and awards will be granted to 
qualified applicants in rank order as funds allow.  The proposed criteria include the 
following issues:  feasibility, relevance, benefit, creativity, collaboration, fiscal 
responsibility, accountability and family involvement.  Successful applications will speak 
to the following types of questions: 
 
Applications will be scored based upon the following criteria: 

�� Can the plan roll out quickly enough to effectively spend the award before 
June 30, 2005? 

�� Do the proposed activities address real barriers to delivering family 
support services? 

�� Will the grant activities result in increased access to family support 
services in the 2005-07 biennium? 

�� Are the proposed activities innovative and will they deepen the 
understanding of family support services statewide? 

�� Does the plan involve community partners and expand opportunities for 
people with disabilities within the county? 

�� Is the proposal complete, specific and cost-effective? 
�� Does the proposal include measurable objectives by which the county and 

Department can evaluate successful implementation of the activities? 
�� Do the proposed activities have support from family members in the local 

area? 
 
For capacity building grants, SPD will give greatest weight to the feasibility of the 
completion of proposed activities by June 30, 2005.  SPD will also give 
considerable weight to proposals which address real barriers to delivering family 
support services, and which demonstrate the potential for increased access and 
quality of family support services in the next biennium.  Please note that these are 
proposed criteria only, and there may be modifications in the formal RFP. 
 
For additional information, please contact Sara Gelser at (503) 945-6117.  

 
 
 
 
 



   

   

Award Opportunity: 
One Time Supplemental Family Support Funds 

 
The Department is accepting applications for the award of one time supplemental funds 
for Family Support Services.  Applications may be submitted only by organizations with 
an existing contract for DD 150 funds.  These funds will be made available in January of 
2005 and must be spent by June 30, 2005.  The maximum allocation for any application 
will be $100,000. 
 

Purpose of Award/Statement of Work 
 
These funds are available only if your county projects spending 100% of its 2003-05 
allocation by June 30, 2005.  Applicants must demonstrate that the funds will be used to 
meet existing, identified needs.  These are one time funds, and will not be rolled up into 
the 2005-07 family support allocation.  Preference will be given to applications that 
demonstrate new families will be moved into service.  Applicants must also demonstrate 
that these funds, in addition to all previously allocated funds, will be completely 
expended (not just obligated) by June 30, 2005.  Funds may only be used for 
expenditures allowable under the Family Support Rule. 
 
Funds may not be used to purchase additional FTE for case management or family 
support coordination.   
 

Application Process 
 
To apply for these one time supplemental funds, please apply to the Department through 
the approved RFP process.  We anticipate that the RFP will on or about December 24, 
2004.  The timeline will be announced in a separate action and solicitation.  The 
application must address the following issues: 

�� Explanation of current spending pattern in county 
�� Explanation of projected spending by June 30, 2005 
�� If there is currently a discrepancy between your current spending pattern and your 

projected spending, please explain why you anticipate this change 
�� Identify the specific, identified needs these funds will be used to address 
�� Describe the criteria for prioritization of meeting needs with the new funds 

 



   

   

Proposed Criteria for Awards 
 
All applications will be reviewed and scored by a team from Seniors and People with 
Disabilities.  Applications will be ranked by score, and awards will be granted to 
qualified applicants in rank order as funds allow.  The proposed criteria include the 
following issues:  feasibility, accountability, access, prioritization, need and 
sustainability.  Applications should speak to the following kinds of questions: 

�� Can the plan roll out quickly enough to effectively spend the award before June 
30, 2005? 

�� Is the county consistently spending and billing on target with monthly allocations 
of DD 150 funds? 

�� Will the award increase access to family support services to families not currently 
in service? 

�� Does the county have a clear and fair proposal for prioritizing which need to meet 
with the one time funds? 

�� Does the county clearly indicate that additional funds will be used to address 
specific, identified needs?   

�� Does the county demonstrate that funds will be used for one time costs rather than 
ongoing expenses? 

 
For supplemental funds, SPD will give greatest weight to the feasibility of spending 
funds prior to June 30, 2002 and the county’s history of spending Family Support dollars 
on target with prior allocations.  Please note that these are proposed criteria only, and 
there may be modifications in the formal RFP. 
 
 
For additional information, please contact Sara Gelser at (503) 945-6117. 
 




